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Nephrology Nursing Scope and Standards 

•  Objectives 

– Differentiate between standards and guidelines 

–  Identify the components of the nursing process 

– Apply the Nephrology Nursing Scope and 
Standards of Practice into clinical practice 



Scope of Practice 

•  What is a scope of practice? 

•  What should be included in a scope of practice? 

•  Why should we have a nephrology nursing scope 
of practice? 



Scope of Practice 

•   The Scope of Nursing Practice 
describes the “who,” “what,” “where,” 
“when,” “why,” and “how” of nursing 
practice. 



Definition of Nursing 

•  Nursing is the protection, promotion, and 
optimization of health and abilities, 
prevention of illness and injury, alleviation of 
suffering through the diagnosis and 
treatment of human response, and advocacy 
in the care of individuals, families, 
communities, and populations.  

        ANA, 2010 



Nephrology Nursing 



Nephrology Nursing  



Components of a Scope of Practice 

•  Evolution of Nephrology Nursing 

•  Nephrology Nursing Process 

•  Areas of Practice 

•  Education 

•  Professional Development 

•  Health Policy 

•  Practice Issues 

•  Trends and Opportunities 

•  The Future of Nephrology Nursing 



Nephrology Nursing Standards of Practice 

•  What are standards? 

•  Why do we have standards in nephrology nursing? 



Standards 

•  A standard is a model of established practice that 
is commonly accepted as correct. 

•  Standards of Practice provide a guide to the 
knowledge, skills, judgments, and attitudes that are 
needed to practice safely 



Standards in Nephrology Practice 

•  The standards of nephrology nursing practice are 
authoritative statements of the duties that all 
nephrology registered nurses are expected to 
perform competently.    

•  The standards may serve to gauge the quality of 
care provided to patients with the understanding 
that the application of the standards is context 
dependent.     



Standards in Nephrology Practice 

•  The standards are subject to change with the 
dynamics of the nursing profession,  nephrology 
practice, and local, state and federal regulations.  

•  In addition, specific conditions and clinical 
circumstances may affect the application of the 
standards at a given time e.g., during a natural 
disaster.    

•  The standards are subject to formal, periodic 
review and revision. 



Standards 2011 
•  Standards of Practice  

–  Assessment  

–  Diagnosis  

–  Outcomes Identification  

–  Planning  

–  Implementation  

•  Coordination of care  

•  Health teaching and health promotion  

•  Consultation  

•  Prescriptive authority and treatment  

–  Evaluation 



Standards 2011 

•  Standards of Professional Performance   
–  Ethics  

–  Education  

–  Evidence-based practice and research  

–  Quality of Practice  

–  Communication  

–  Leadership  

–  Collaboration  

–  Professional Practice evaluation  

–  Resource utilization  

–  Environmental health 





Advanced Practice Registered Nurse 



Nursing Process and Nephrology Nursing Standards 

•  Nephrology nurses use the nursing process in 
providing care to patients with kidney disease.  

•  The nursing process is comprised of assessment, 
diagnosis, outcomes identification, planning, 
implementation, and evaluation.  

•  Each phase of the nursing process interacts with 
and is influenced by the other phases. 



Nursing Process and Nephrology Nursing Standards 
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Decision Making Process 

Is the nurse prepared to accept and manage the consequences of performing the task 

If Yes then the nurse may perform the task. If NO, then refer to a professional qualified to 
perform the task 

Is the activity consistent with Scope and Standards of Practice 

Has the nurse completed necessary training? If NO, then STOP 

Define the activity or task 

Is the activity precluded by any rule, law or 
policy? If  YES, then STOP 



Nephrology Nursing Scope and Standards 2011 

•  What is different this year? 

– Definition of nephrology nursing 

– Review of nursing theorists 

– Evolution of nephrology nursing 

– Competencies versus measurement criteria 

–  “How to use” tools  
•  Short vignette 



Nursing Theories 

•  Jean Watson’s model of human care 

•  Madeline Leininger’s theory of cultural care 
diversity and universality 

•  Dorothea Orem’s theory of self-care deficit nursing 
theory 

•  AACN synergy theory 



Evolution of  Nephrology Nursing 

•  1915 - nursing literature mentions care of patients 
with kidney disease 

•  1952 – The Artificial Kidney (Coleman & Merrill, 
1952) was the first article to describe role of the 
nurse in dialysis 

•  1960 – development of arteriovenous shunt – a 
new era for nephrology nursing 



Competencies versus Measurement Criteria 

•  A competency is an expected level of performance 
that integrates knowledge, skills, abilities, and 
judgment. 

•  No single evaluation method or tool can guarantee 
competence. Competence is situational and 
dynamic; it is both an outcome and an ongoing 
process.  



Nephrology Nursing Competency 

•  The nephrology registered nurse positively 
influences factors that facilitate and enhance 
competent practice.   

•  The expected level of performance reflects 
variability depending upon context and the 
selected competence framework or model. 



Standards 2011 



Standards 2011 Contributors 



Standards 2011 Focus Group 



Standards 2011 Reviewers 

•  SIGs 

•  ANNA members 

– On-line posting of Scope and Standards 



How to Use the Standards of 
Nephrology Nursing 



Use of Standards and Processes 
•  Quality Improvement systems 
•  Policies, procedures, protocols 
•  Position descriptions and performance appraisals 
•  Educational programs; Staff training 
•  Patient education  
•  Outcome evaluation tools 
•  Regulatory systems 
•  Nephrology nursing research 



Standards are the 
WHAT 

Process is the HOW 



CLINICAL PRACTICE 
GUIDELINES 

CARE DELIVERY MODELS 

ADVANCED PRACTICE 

QUALITY IMPROVEMENT 
               RESEARCH 

•  Quality of Care 

•  Performance Appraisal 

•  Education 

•  Collegiality 

•  Ethics 

•  Collaboration 

•  Research 

•  Resource Utilization 

•  Leadership 

STANDARDS OF 
PROFESSIONAL 
PERFORMANCE 

•  Assessment 

•  Diagnosis 

•  Outcome Identification 

•  Planning 

•  Implementation 

•  Evaluation 

STANDARDS OF 
CLINICAL PRACTICE 

•  Clinical End Points 

•  Safety 

•  General Well-Being 

•  Rehabilitation 

•  Satisfaction with Care 

PATIENT OUTCOMES 

•  Satisfaction 

•  Safety 

•  Professional Development 

•  Retention 

NURSE OUTCOMES 

•  Philosophy & Practice 

•  Leadership 

•  Infrastructure 

•  Communication 

ADMINISTRATION SUPPORT 

PROCESS ENHANCEMENT 
Hudson, S. & Prowant, B. 
2008 



It’s Okay To Copy 



Professional Plagiarism 

•  Great resource 

•  Saves development time 

•  Make it yours 



Action Plan 





Standard 1 Assessment Page 17 



Competency Checklist 







Standard 1 Assessment Page 16 



Nursing Process of Care 



Nephrology Nursing Process of Care 

•  What is a guideline? 

•  Do we have evidence-based guidelines in 
nephrology? 



Guidelines 

•  Guidelines are systematically developed 
statements that have a potential for improving the 
quality of clinical and healthcare consumer 
decision making.  

•  They are based on available scientific evidence, 
clinical expertise, and expert opinion.  

•  Guidelines address specific patient populations or 
phenomena where standards have a broader 
framework for practice.  



Nephrology Interdisciplinary Guidelines 

•  NKF KDOQI Guidelines 

•  RPA and ANNA Guidelines on Renal Replacement 
and End of Life Care 

•  Nephrology Nursing guidelines? 

– Testing of nursing interventions 

– Nephrology nurses with advanced skills in 
guideline development 

– Evidence-based research 



Process of Care 

•  Patient outcome 

•  Nephrology Nursing Care 

– Assessment 

–  Intervention 

– Patient Teaching 

•  Advanced Practice Nursing Care 



Topics 
•  CKD Stages 1 – 4 

•  Nephrology Nursing Care 

•  Infection Control 

•  Hemodialysis 

•  Peritoneal Dialysis 

•  Self-care and Home Dialysis 

•  Apheresis and Therapeutic Plasma Exchange 

•  Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy 

•  Kidney and Pancreas Transplantation 

•  Palliative Care and End of Life 



Nursing Process 2011 



Nursing Process  2011 



Nursing Process 2011 



Nursing Process 2011 



Nursing Process  2011 



Process of Care 2011 

•  Increased references 

•  “How to use” tools 



How to Use the Nephrology 
Nursing Process of Care 



Teaching Plan 





Standard 5b Health Teaching Health & Health 
Promotion 

•  The nephrology registered nurse employs 
strategies to promote health and a safe 
environment 



Nephrology Nursing Process – Hemodialysis 
Page 128 



Nephrology Nursing Process  
Hemodialysis Page 129 



Presentations 



Nursing Assessment of the Kidney Transplant 
Patient Post Renal Biopsy* 

After biopsy assess for… 

1. Bleeding, swelling, hematoma, pain at site 

2. Peripheral pulses 

3. Hematuria 

4. Ability to void 

5. Vital signs 

6. New bruit over area 
*Gomez,N., (2011) Nephrology Nursing Standards and Process of Care  “Allograft 

Dysfunction” p. 221. 



Nephrology Nursing Process of Care – Kidney 
and Pancreas Transplantation p. 221 



Don’t Forget To……… 

•  Incorporate SOP when writing professionally  

•  Incorporate when writing for place of employment 

•  Incorporate when writing for NN volunteer activities 



Samples 

www.annanurse.org/StandardsForms 

password protected, use… 

NephrologyNurse  



Disclaimer  

•  Disclaimer – These forms are for educational purposes 
only. They are intended to provide examples of the types of 
forms that administrators and nephrology registered nurses 
may want to use to incorporate the Nephrology Nursing 
Scope and Standards of Practice into clinical practice. The 
information provided is not intended to establish or replace 
the forms provided by dialysis providers to their facilities. 
Please check with your facility or unit manger before 
implementing any form provided here.  

•  It is the responsibility of the user to verify that any use 
of the forms does not violate copyright laws. 
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OR 
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REMEMBER 

Imitation is the 
sincerest form of 

flattery 



Questions or comments! 


