ANNA Position Statement
R i
Nonpartisanship

Nonpartisan is defined as ‘free from party affiliation, bias, or designation’ (Merriam-Webster, 2025).
Nonpartisanship is essential for maintaining public trust, fostering credibility, and ensuring that diverse
perspectives can engage in constructive dialogue. For an organization to be politically nonpartisan, it
must neither support nor oppose any political party, candidate, or ideology. Furthermore,
nonpartisanship differs from neutrality, which can imply lack of engagement. Being nonpartisan does
not preclude advocating for policies or engaging with policymakers, so long as such engagement is
based on evidence and principles rather than allegiance to any party or candidate. Ultimately,
nonpartisanship allows for ‘active engagement with important issues in a way that is balanced and free
from bias’ (Constructive Dialogue Institute, 2025).

It is the Position of ANNA that it:

Functions on the principles of nonpartisanship.

Does not endorse candidates or political parties.

Maintains neutrality and does not support or oppose specific political party or candidate.

Remains focused on policy issues and not individuals.

Treats all political parties equally and ensures all political parties are given an equal

opportunity to share their views on policy issues.

¢ Creates a nonjudgmental space for dialogue, where different viewpoints will be explored,
balanced, and discussed fairly.

Background and Rationale:

One of ANNA'’s 2025-2028 Strategic goals is to “Empower nephrology nurses to be leaders in shaping
health policy and in driving improvements in patient care while advocating for the growth and
recognition of the profession of nephrology nursing.” ANNA has a long history of non-partisan
involvement in advocacy initiatives and activities. This encompasses refraining from partaking in
political campaigns, making political donations, or taking public stances that could be seen as partisan.
ANNA remains laser focused on advocating and advancing policy issues that impact nephrology nurses
and individuals with kidney disease.

ANNA acknowledges that individual members, sponsors, speakers, and other stakeholders have their
own personal partisan views, however it is expected that such individuals remain nonpartisan when
they are representing ANNA and conducting ANNA-related business.
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